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RISE, PROaRBSa, 



1*1 trii^ifi^ th^ Kstory of MifA Gf«y'r 
ef &d origin of the Refolni AtJli it i^ bebl^tt^ to 
eemmeB^e my observation^ al the downfall olf ttie 
Dttke ef Wellington's admimstrationy \<^lttch tbife 
place in the monfii of November, 1830; and it mtttt 
be afiowed by ^very impartial observer^ that the Dtdie 
and his party, at that tMi^, had completely lost ffie 
eenMenee of the Hou9^ ei ComafiEons^ and' of the 
coBntiy. His faU #as not, as many ihay si^fkic^fe, 
#i^ng to ^ memorable declaration, that he weold 
hew ef no reforaH—it was the consequence of his o'lm 
ae© and ifl-fened Obsertationsp, when in jfowef, Thle 
first circumstance that injured hisr popularity, #aij^ 
trcAchfei-dus conduct towafrds the^ ccteftty ^th 1*8^ 
lo &e' Roms^ Catth^lid Rdiel B!». At &^' tte tts 
#B5 deetaring to th^' couiiftry^thiBit it#^'not th^^p^^ 
$fyi passing tibiat measufe^ he, al th^ sairne v^^m^Af 
was prqpfeuFing a bfll secretly, add alsk) p**i^ 
Georgerffie Fewth^ta dbiteetit to the eiMticipa€ofi'6f 
ffie GirthoKcs; aijd whidt, fe afi ^vil hlMtf} M-iSftSt 
rehictenfly did- B^ the Di&e's aiid Sir Itebe^ Pefef s 
conduct in this matter, the Tory party, -^Bo Ki^^M^s 
looiiefd up to them as thc^ chjefs and-g'c^deif, became 
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accession of power. The Duke of Wellington, then, 
to render himself still more obnoxious to the aristo- 
cracy and the middling classes, declared that he looked 
upon county meetings as farces — a remark, I hope, too 
insulting to a free country to be soon forgotten; for, 
if it is allowed, the oldest and most valuable of our 
rights, that of petitioning, is completely destroyed: 
these, the most remarkable, with several other mea- 
sures and circumstances, gradually paved the way for 
iis fall. But the measure which proved his imme- 
diate overthrow, was his refusal to allow the nation to 
enquire into its own expenditure on the question of 
the Civil List; and here the Commons gained such a 
majority, that he was compelled to resign. 

Lord Grey and his party were then called to His 
Majesty's councils, under three specific pledges. 
1st. Peace; 2nd. Retrenchment; and 3rd. Reform. 
And now let us enquire how they have fulfilled them. 
The first, it must be admitted, has been maintained, 
but, according to my opinion, at the expense of the 
character of the nation; and whether peace has been 
placed on a more permanent footing than previous to 
their taking office, is a question for the present, which 
admits of considerable doubt. The precedent they 
have established, of the right of interfering and assist- 
ing with other powers in axrangmg and deciding the 
private quarrels between the King of Holland and 
his rebellious subjects, is, to say the least of it, a 
dangerous one. 

I now come to the second and most important 
question. Retrenchment — ^and I ask the country how 
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this pledge has been fulfilled: is the countiy satisfied 
with the manner in which its financial affairs have 
been managed, or not? Even the present House of 
Commons, who have most zealously, most ardently, 
supported E^ Grey and his party, declared that the 
budget of the Chancellor of the Exchequer was a 
failure. With these facts staring the countiy in the 
face, is it quite certain that such men are capable of 
forming a new constitution? And I now, therefore, 
come to their last pledge. Reform. This question has . 
excited the country from one end to the other — all 
classes and all degrees have been equally clamorous 
for a reform; and it is true that Lord Grey and the 
rest of the ministers have brought forward, what is 
called, a full and efficient measure. But let me ask the 
country to pause, and ask themselves dispassionately, 
what they all mean, and what they all want by reform ; 
and I do not hesitate to say, if they answer the 
question conscientiously, one and all will agree, it is 
an improvement in their various conditions in life. 
But, before I proceed any further, I wish to enable all 
those persons, who are so enamoured of this full and 
efficient measure of reform, and who cry out so vehe- 
mently for " the bill, the whole bill, and nothing but 
the bill," to record their opinions at the present time, 
and two years After it has passed, to ask themselves, 
whether they do not most bitteiiy lament the delusion 
that was practised upon them? 

For the sake of perspicuity, I shall divide the 
country into two great classes. 1st. The capitalist; 
which comprehends men of every grade who possess 
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T^ealtii, and lay it out with the hope of it& iaceeaM, 
iTvhether as coixuxLercial men, manufacturerai; er^ agri* 
ciiltuiists. 2nd. The labouring classes;, which are all 
those who bring this capital or wealth into, a productive 
state: for without the first, namely, capital; thesetoond, 
namely, the labourer, nmstbe.iclle; and without thi^ 
second^ the. first mu^ regain tlonnaat, and, conse^ 
qaentiy, unpt^ductLve and traluokss^ These ttuths.a)?^^ 
S9 e^^tiAqrxi, that { shaUt n^t enlarge upoi^ theio*. 
But, ahhoogh I have divided the. counti^t into two. 
g)9eat cksses, namely, the capitalist and labourer^ and^ 
tQt whom I partipulaiiy wi^ to address myselil^ niSl I 
must not omit to mentioa another wdi ^ higUy-im«t 
portaut one — ^the fund-holder, and ai^nuitani of eyes^ 
sort^-these latter form, a completa exception to tihUiL 
o|hex^^ as they are alone^ benefitted by low fjEaaom; 
y^TGQs^ I mean to maintain^ the. other& cm ahmil 
fi<mrish under high ones. Low: priceaiUia highly-liis^ 
country, like England; aa*e a £aJlacy and a complete/ 
absurdity; axid^ indeed> their exist^iceaadpxiosperitgr 
a)!e. quite, incompatible: and ba it remembered) dial 
these ideas of low prices originated ficom tbepo^ti^ 
economists, those extremdy. clever fellows hQf^\ 
Grey, Lord Brougham and Vaijx^ Lord Alth(>ip>. 
Bjid Mr, Poulett Thompson^^r-nfteai who;w^uld alteonti 
persuade you by their, sqphisms and eloquence, tlMlf 
JQXL might live upon ajr, if not upon nc^i^g^ aod the^^ 
eountry flattered itself, that^ if tl{ese men> cpvidt butc 
(HPuce obtain th&ceins of g0y;ermiient, there i«ould{ be 
Uic^thiiigbit smiling fiiUpurses^ audei^ery^tlHiigc 

ela^ tha|; man coul^ ^l^sire ii^ tia&snUimaijFi W4^d; 
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I must just observe in p^issing, th9.t Aere is siom^ 
littk iiicoxisi3ten(^ in these aforesaid verjcclever fellpira^ 
and in aU reformers^ who, I snppose, are of thesame 
kidney, and clever p<ar excellence f I say,- that I thiiik; 
there >fljppeaxs some little inconsistency in these meir 
affirming that the House of Cmnmons is so:^ com^ti^. 
and yet, in the vei^ same breath,] they declai?e that tbe^^ 
country has returned notHng but reformers^ and th^. 
the House of Conunon& is, at the present moment, the^ 
echo>r the very lac-simile of the majority of the natiortt 
Their assertions mean or amount to this — that, at the 
present timey all interests are fully represented, iftbey- 
mean' any thii]^} for they cannot deny but that thej^ 
have asserted over and over again, that they have all;^ 
tbe wealth,^ talent, and rank, on their side. Why, if 
9)ich is the fact, and* which' I, will not gainsay a^dnst^ 
soch veracious opponents, do they not prove Ur the 
country, tibiat it-is in their power to improve its state, 
andrelieve it from its present (fifficulties? Why not da , 
for thacofintry what it only requires^ which is, to, give 
tQ^the" capitalist increased profits, and to the labourer, 
increased wages ? No man can say with truth,-that he ^ 
has any political grievance to complain of; the qu^tion 
of reform is nothing more than a question of pounds, . 
shOlings, and pence. 

f I consider this part Off the subject so impbrtajiC that 
I. shall revert to it again presently; in the^meaa time^., 
I. wish to draw the attention of my resders-to theiQld 
c^iistitutiony ancllshall endeavour to-shew that, with: 
aH its abuses, it possesses some merits, and in fojrmq:^^ 
times, it had a considerable share of the affections of 
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the nation. Most things with age acquire some degree 
of reverence, and on that score I think it entitled to 
attention; for it should be remembered, that the Pro- 
testant constitution of England, consisting of King, 
Lords, and Commons, each possessing distinct rights 
and privileges, was fully and &mly established in the 
year 1688, at the. period when James the Second, who 
professed the Roman Catholic religion, was obliged, 
by the almost unanimous voice of the nation, to abdicate 
his throne; and, in consequence, his daughter Mary, 
being a Protestant, and who had married William of 
Holland, ascended it iamidst the acclamations, and to 
the great joy and satisfaction of the people of England. 
It is therefore clear it has some claim to antiquity, as 
the present state of things has existed one hundred: and 
forty-four years, almost unchanged; at least, noplaces 
have been disfranchised, nor any towns, however nume- 
rous the population, enfranchised: and yet it must be 
aUowed that England has increased in wealth and ' 
power in a ten-fold degree, in proportion to her size, 
to any other country, and at the same time, the^liberty 
of the subject has never been entrenched or encroached 
upon by any of the three powers composing the con- 
stitution; and it may truly be said, that England was 
a kingdom preserved amidst the wreck of the World, 
and with all its anomalies, it has worked well; and 
surely, if such is the case,' common sense and common 
gratitude should satisfy us, that we owe some little to 
the excellence of our institutions, and to the form of 
our government. 
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It is impossiWe, in a shorts pamphlet like this, to* 
adyert to all the excellencies or demerits of the pre- 
sent constitution, and I shall not be so foolish ^ to 
assert, that it is perfection. The most apparent defect, 
and I believe, the most complained of, is the existence 
of nomination-boroughs, vulgarly termed rotten; and 
at first sight, and before their use has been enquired 
into, they do appear anomalous and unjust, particu- 
larly if the House of Commons is to be considered as 
composed of only representatives of the people : but still 
even these, at any rate, must be allowed to possess some 
merit, and to have done some service to the state, when 
It is recollected that it was owing to them, that many men 
of the greatest talent, first had the honour of a seat in the 
House of Commons. There was Pitt, Canning, Fox, 
Sheridan, Burke, Wyndham, Liverpool, Chatham, and 
many others; and therefore, if they have opened the 
door to some abuses, they have, on the other hand, in- 
fused considerable talent and importance; and I should ' 
doubt that man's judgment or^honesty, who would 
declare, unhesitatingly, that they are unnecessary, 
for it was only the other day, that we had an instance 
in proof to the contrary, and it must be fi^sh in the - 
recollection of every one. I allude to the circumstance 
when Mr. Stanley, one of the cabinet ministers, va- 
ditei his seat, and attempted to obtain his re-election ■ 
at Preston; but, being oppdsed by Mr. Hunt, he lost- 
it^ and was glad to take refuge in the Royal Borough 
of Windsor. I wish to draw no invidious comparison : 
between Mr. Hunt and Mr. Stanley, but I think tiie ' 
reformers or innovators themselves will give a prefer- 
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QZlce to the latter. There m^ ^ degree of elastidtjr and 
adaptation to circumstaaces in the old ccfflapositien^that 
I feal: you would look for in vaim, m the new ene;^ and, 
the country should he careftd tbat m^grsu^kg at the. 
sliadaw> it dties not^ like the dog in the faUe, sailnfice: 
the suhstaujce. 

I will not waste my readers' nor my own time^ia 
discnaaiflg the almost ifinumerahle absurdities and in* 
cmxgmijlies that e^t in^ the new constitution ort reform - 
attfc: hut there are three; of the clauses I wiU* just briefly 
aUnde to; lat The ten-pound qualafication-in^Lc^atdcm^e 
and; whidrp to^evayr one: at all acquainted* witk^ the ger- 
sona who wouldi eompose mieh & oonstitu^acif^^ must,^ 
at-once,. sixike them^ a» being much too low; they aare 
neither by their educ^ou' oiv by thmr^ grog^rtj^ at att: 
^paUfied^tti formaxif opinbu^^if^is^srcoB^atent-jB^KSoBr. 
to aetve them insparliasnent* But evccn^ suj^ptosiag that 
they aire capabie, by pving; t9i^ai a votey^yoiv^are dpifi|^ 
an: indireatixgusiice: to pefsbns oaeTdegree-abov^themyt 
aod^the peiBontiwho. aimeaiie entitled to suoh^atrustyi 
orrwhn' alcos^ would^ esercis^ itv for. the beoafit of thi^' 
conntiy . There bejng. m maeny/ tm-pound* occupaats,; 
tbcu* Yoteatwould hai^ the. effeotoff neutralising^* the^ 
Y0tofitaboF6 them. I will: ^dearour* to^eKem^ifg m^y^ 
mesning by taJang^. the. foUowing, exam^e^-^flUjgpe*^ 
singr & mastoI^* brieklayea:: or/ o»:peiiter^ oo^ an£, othin^ 
teadibamani. and* pessemng^ oa^pkidi & byr'that> mema^ 
enaUed ta emple;) tm latoureHb^ I »&,^ which*^ isi^ 
rmat entitied! ta m vote, the^ ti^d^simto jiMSessiiij^ 
peoperfyv. or tije . laisntrer^ postbes^dngi no^^ II^ iSf^ 
T«ifi' ctearc lStmiiim$mi ii$i atad- ^itT is teii>to^o9a' 
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p^y.wiU W thrown cHiiptpletely Qui^ of t]»e s^ate of 
rB]^»{se|^)»^Q^ 2«d, A& to t]^ |srep jji^y of ^vidua^ 
the counties. And here^ even tk^ fnkA^S^of the meo^ 
fs^rn: tMpBi^y ^ b^^^ ^e V 4i9ttbtev w to whi^Ju^ it 
^.n^hjki?^ the c^qt qC miAkmg thiew ^tes^ hojwmgfesi, 
(^ weji^HI: divigiox^ of Nc^lik/fef iaiMf^nq^) aS: h Uk 
fi^ed l^t^ ther^ 9^^ some 91^11 poss^Qsming su^k ims^ 
m^mt ^^t^ and ijpdln^^ that, ikey wJU hq ^]|9}>le^ 
to sg^d two of tJSte ^^n|]b^¥B> which 13 qiii)<€^ uiqK)»^tev 
at tike pie^nlt ti|3a^> ITl% s^gricguteijr^ mtei^pfe shitwild 
coggjd^ well thi^ p^^ of ik§ ummx^y *s tfeek intorort: 
i%«?^ hiit.fepTi^ ^i5)p«rt^> ^ wliftt.wai it: he Aos^ 
wliftH twQ <rf^ ife ii^p?e«e»|;a,t|i^^ asQ ^Dfcby Wft powflww 
^gd: tjie otitijaP: two^ m ^ pcrfjoWSty^ bijf^ tjji^: ofvm^ 
i^^S^tofegrV^jSjQf 9ffiQM5l»ge:t^^ Thftconjlty of. 
^?SSPx i»;^«^y hfig^in^^ to feftr ^difljt. finudi: iwH hft 

tfes <»J8pr wft V ^W»^ly^Q&, ajl^ wJfe^Eft; th^je i& a;QQI|^ 

#j«^py<ifi feQttfeH^s^ p^»»^». 

Th«' 4^ wd Id^: c^Mii^ thpik li QhaU ixiafa^i sqq^ 

<4»Pfi«pffy' it PAfit^dl m ^ Q^raitiyr V th»^to}ii2*> 
sive and barren measure: f(»?, kyr 1^ Q^dtadok^ d^"^ 
is intended to deprive evejjr cojgQration^boj:oug]>, that 
has not two thousfiA4tiB]^itlKnt^ of tb^J^gllk send- 
ing two»miemb»*9*>^-a light' tlmtt^eachhdikhttdl^ time 
immemorial; and* be it known, not undfer the influence 
of{4py (^RbpfflFSQQi^^^ tjiflr«iCone?c9imotM opno^^ 
ar iifnsinfittff^. lvH»}ig^ and' w]^s(^: ift> $laUi mo%> im-^*^ 

ofr anyi ppHtiqal ddin^piwcg^t B»fr t^ «Wft/ «i|^ tjitr 
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whole — tlie act is replete with fraud, ignorance, and 
delusion; and, to use the emphatic language of my 
Lord Brougham, " stinks in the very nostrils of all 
honest and rational men/' 

But we vnH now suppose, for the sake of argument, 
that the reform act has passed, and become the law 
of the land, the country having undergone the fiery 
(n:deal of an election by the ten-pound votersj and I 
beg to ask, whether a House of Commons so elected, 
would be capable of doing more than the present one? 
I put it to Lord Grey, Lord Brougham and Vaux, 
Lord Althorp, and Lord John Russell, whether they * 
caw lay their hands upon their hearts, and declare 
before their God, their king, and their coimtry, that 
they sincerely believe that the act will have the efiect 
of satisfying all parties in the state, and of improving 
their various conditions? and if they can answer this 
question in the affirmative, I will say they have acted 
like honest men, and friends of their country: but, if 
they cannot, I should ^ot hesitate to denounce them 
as traitors to all that is honourable, and they would each 
deserve to have written on their dishonoured graves, 
the following epitaph:— 

May this dreary abode be for ever unknown. 

For ever by virtue, by pity, untrod ; 
Uubreatb'd be his name, and unhonour'd his stoue-^ 

The foe of his country, his monarch, his God* 

it shews too plainly how bad a cause must be, when 
a parly is obliged to resort to personal abuse and to 
popular clamour for support; and yet it cannot be said 
by any one, who speaks the truth, that my Lord Grey 
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and his friends are free from the chaige. Is it not 
very Well known that Lord Grey, Lord Althorp, and 
Lord John Russell, have each corresponded with the 
political unions ? assemblies that are not acknowledged 
to be legal. Have they not all of them used that 
equivocal language in parliament that must incite the 
people to outrage and violence ? I say, without the least 
fear of contradiction, that they have; and their speechesf, 
as reported during the discussion of the reform bill, will 
substantiate the fact. But this is a matter of little con- 
sequence, and should by me have passed unobserved, 
had they not also, by their low cunning, tended to 
lower His Majesty in the eyes of the nation; and there 
is only one circumstance that I will' mention, to prove 
that they have done it, and it is the following — ^was it 
not reported repeatedly in the various newspapers, that 
-the King had given a carte-blanche to my Lord Grey, 
to create as many peers at any moment, as were 
required to carry the reform bill ? Now, I do not mean 
to say, that my Lord Grey, Lord Brougham and Vaux, 
i&c.,-were the originators or inventors of this falsehood; 
biit if not the originators, they were the indirect abetters 
of its reiteration, or, to speak in common parlance, they 
winked at the commission of an injustice that might 
possibly tend to increase or maintain their own hollow 
and ephemeral reputations. Must it not be plain to 
every man of common understanding, that, had any 
one of thiem declared in their jdaces in parliament,- that 
no such pledge had been given by His Majesty,* that 
the expectation by the country of such a creation would 
have dropped in an instant Had such conduct, as 
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theirs been practised iii private Kfo, would they tUft 
ifftte appeared degi^eded characters in the eyes ^ ^ 
hrniottrable menP 

When my L(a:dk Grey and Brougteriygi tiMUgltt 
|»roper t6 resign their high ^iMioris, bedansci H^ 
Majesty refused^ c^ate pe^fi ik t£ii m6lt vmtjm^ 
tutiond mmner and acoardi^ fo ^vt i^didde, ti^ot he 
<idt traduced, abus^, and mstdted in eV^iy pdd^blfe 
Wdy ? Wdis Odd ft ^Dudtidti) I ask^ for d tBtonarish t6 be 
pl^ed in ?^a mdiiatch itiio has s^ght thd ci^u&ti^ 
gtKid ^rer lidneid h^ Ms be^ da the 4&roii#; Wfts fict 
tftlso t3)[e Oud^, id the in^St^aiaefiay the njk)rt o^ 
and the m^M atr^ciotis mmA& sl»des^?^^& Qli§€9{> 
whom it vrcnM h€ ittipertiAiMc^ ia fifi** t» fey 6n6^ Wb^4 
in her praii^. But I will ask th^ ^oMtff , tdi^^ 19}- 
HiOt, ^he hias fi<ye CofMulted the infi^i^^ (^ h(9f suljdi^ 
«t dS timeiS(?-^h^ 1^ fiate^iddiil*aged Mti^ v^tM- 
'&eturai, by ^imys ft^eeling te public in ev4ff &ing 
VSai & matfcdkctttfdd at hd&ie^P^has^^ fi<$t een^tlted 
tmt of h^piirate ptufdd mest lib^^fia&f t6Witd»&0 Mi^ 
tif 1£» l^taMeldd weftV6rs?^'^^Kkl«&^ tM^ dbe^ amt Itei 
^eetif isr iHfigle&tlti! <^ <&l^gai^' ^ i^^aji- oi^ Mr 
|iaorer«td)jedtii? At6 ftll tfa# gradous^ d3(» «l fbe&r 
la^esstief td hensmteB^dik &igm^mtmf4s(x6^s^m, 
%6Ciau&e 2C pi£rty c«t£fi^ tmrf & iM^nSus^if ieimi^SBSig 
t6 ifie& ofwft d^^iref$i and be if m^^v^, iatlicPB^ft 

indetAzxiLi Sl^mtmief^?' Btirl fell th# ^tanFf , 
fitonble dtt itfditidffal 8£s I tiling sK<S<^']^^gi^S^^ 
tur B^ prophecfy or f(^€^U, ikm it #!&' r^^«fit< «r 
Kacvfog jdaeed sueft lOiEsiited 6(»ifl4eii^^ &< I^IiM 
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toweter incompetent for it, and who would maintain 
their places at all hazards, and at all sacrifices, ex- 
cept perhaps consistency. There is, however, but poor 
naeritm such a claim, when it is nothing but a conti- 
nuance in error. 

Having endeavoured to shew the fallacy of the 
country's expecting any benefit to arise from the 
reform act, I shall now dismiss the further animad- 
version on that subject, by pronotmcing it an illusory 
and groundless measure. 

In taking a common-sense view of the state of 
England, I find that her distress cannot be attributed 
by any reasonable person, to any defect in the pre- 
sent mode of electing the members to parliament j 
but It is chiefly owing to the erroneous principles of 
finance, and the great alterations in the commercial 
policy of the country, which have been pursued at the 
suggestion of the political economists, and particularly 
the arbitrary change that has taken place since the 
T^f^^09, in tjbie currency of the country: and although 
Mr. (now Sir Robert) Ped has the credit of passing 
that unjust and fatal measure of the currency in 
1819, it really was the fiiiit of the heated brains of 
theoretical schemers. In the year 1819, tliere was hi 
circulation of Bank of England notes £30,000,000, 
and of country notes £30,000,000; in the year 1830, 
they were reduced, to Bank of England £19,900,a30, 
and country notes £9,000,000, that is nearly one 
half: and I feel assured, that here alone is a sufficient 
cause for the greater portion of the tlistress. Perhaps 
it may be stated^ that the deficiency is made up by an 
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additional quantity of gold and silver; but I should 
say, that this was an assertion not to be met by 
arguments, nor by any statement of facts, but by the 
assertion, that it waa not true, and that it was impossi- 
ible that it could be true. Let any pne decide the 
peint by enquiring of either an.agriculturii^t, manufac- 
turer, or general tradesman, \vh.ether a banker is ^ 
ready as formerly to advance money; and,! know 
that he will receive fpr answer, that he is not. The 
real question for the. country to decide is, whether 
they, will, break faitit with the public creditor, cr have 
the currency of the country changed, and once more 
try the eflfect of high.j^ces, 

. Tl^e remarks of Frederick the Great* and Napa- 
leon,f as * quoted ijyiuppart of a restiieted currency, 
respecting tb^' fate .0f a nation which is governed by 
^^philosophers'* and ^^politieal econDnists," are strictly 
true; and a melancholy proof of their truth is furnished 
by the preset situation of England. 

-. ' ' '. ~ '••'*,.•. 

♦ *<If 1 'Wished," said Frederick the Great, "to reduce a floarishin^ 
province from the bif^bi^t ttate of prosperity to the lowest stage of uiisfry, 
I would dnireno raoie effectual coarse, than to put it fur ten ye'dTB ua'der the 
government of pbilosopbers.** 

' .f " If an empire," said NafUileoii, " were made of adamant, it wbuld looo 
be grouDii to powder bj politioU economists." 
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